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The Russian people, to all whom their Fatherland is dear, have but one aim
now: to overcome the enemy, whatever the cost. The true patriot's hand does
not shake for the extermination of the fascist usurpers. Closed to the fascist
beast is the Christian heart, giving forth nothing but death-dealing hatred of
the foe.

The incomparable grandeur of the exploits of our valiant troops Is in this
that they "lay down their lives" not only for themselves but also iwfor their
friends", for the nations who have temporarily fallen under the fascist yoke.

May the Most Wise and All-Blessed Achiever of human destinies crown our
efforts with ultimate victory and send down success for the Russian Army,
pledge of the moral and cultural flourishing of humanity.   So mav it be. Amen!
On behalf of the Holy Orthodox Russian Patriachal Church :

Acting Patriarch, HUMBLE SERGIUS,

Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna.
HUMBLE NICHOLAS,

Metropolitan of Kiev and Gallcia.
HUMBLE ANDREW

Archbishop of Kuibyshev.
HUMBLE SERGIUS

Archbishop of Mozhaisk,
HUMBLE IOANN

Archbishop of Ulyanovsk.
11 November (November 24), 1941,
Ulyanovsk, Kuibyshev region.

THE CHURCH CALLS TO THE DEFENCE OF THE FATHERLAND
APPEAL  TO BELIEVERS
BY ALEXIS, METROPOLITAN OF LENINGRAD
The epistle of Metropolitan Sergius to the leaders and faithful of the Russian
Church calls all believers, in this dreadful hour of danger menacing our Father-
land, to rally with a single purpose to the defence of our great country, each in
the full measure of his strength. On behalf of the Church, the epistle says that
Holy Church "bestows the blessing of Heaven upon the heroic effort of the
whole people/' And this voice of the Chief Hierarch of the Russian Church has
proved to be not "a voice crying in the wilderness". All believers have answered
this call. All have united in the moment of common danger, without difference
of position as citizens of one great union, having as their only aim to help in
every possible way and take part in the common effort for the defence of the
Fatherland. As for a heroic deed blessed by the Church, not only youngsters
under military age but elderly and old men have volunteered for the front, fully
prepared to lay down their lives for the integrity, honour and happiness of the
beloved native land. Intercessions in the churches and prayers for the granting
of victory to the Russian arms are finding a ready response in the heart of every
worshipper. Each has now but one thought, one prayer: may God grant us
victory over the cunning and malicious enemy, may He grant it to us to crush